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right to health 

April 2020 

Introduction 

The Health and Social Care ALLIANCE Scotland (the ALLIANCE) and Shelter 

Scotland both work to promote and support human rights and a rights based 

approach. The organisations have formed an informal partnership to explore the 

relationship between the rights to health and housing.  

This document sets out information about an Expression of Interest to carry out the 

first activity in this area of work, which is desk-based research on the intersection 

between these two human rights. 

Background 

The ALLIANCE works to support human rights to be embedded into health and social 

care policy and practice1. The ALLIANCE co-convenes the Health and Social Care 

Action Group of Scotland’s National Action Plan on Human Rights2, has given 

evidence at the Scottish Parliament on human rights3, and is a partner of the Scottish 

Human Rights Committee in a human rights budgeting initiative4. In 2017 the 

ALLIANCE published ‘Being Human’5, a Think Piece that explores how human rights 

apply to health and social care and people who are disabled and living with long term 

 
1 https://www.alliance-scotland.org.uk/policy-into-practice/scotlands-national-action-plan-human-rights-
snap/  
2 https://www.healthandsocialcare-snap.com/ 
3 https://www.alliance-scotland.org.uk/blog/news/human-rights-should-be-central-to-scottish-
parliaments-business/  
4 https://www.alliance-scotland.org.uk/blog/news/new-project-launched-put-human-rights-heart-public-
sector-budgets/  
5 https://www.alliance-scotland.org.uk/blog/resources/being-human-a-human-rights-based-approach-
to-health-and-social-care-in-scotland-2/ 
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conditions. The ALLIANCE is a member of the Civil Society Working Group on 

Incorporation, exploring incorporation of human rights into Scottish law. 

Shelter Scotland have been campaigning to strengthen the right to housing in 

Scotland. In January 2019, Shelter Scotland published a paper called ‘Housing is a 

human right’6, which provides an overview of housing as a human right in Scotland. 

Shelter Scotland are also involved in shaping Scottish Housing Day7 activity, which 

aims to bring the housing sector together to progress housing issues and celebrate 

the contribution of good housing to wellbeing and the economy. In 2019, the theme of 

Scottish Housing Day was housing is a human right. Furthermore, Shelter Scotland 

are also member of the Civil Society Working Group on Incorporation exploring 

models for incorporation of human rights into Scottish law, and since August 2019 

have been running a campaign called ‘Are you with us?’ to strengthen the human 

right to housing in Scottish law.8  

Desk-based Research Project 

The ALLIANCE and Shelter Scotland want to commission an independent consultant 

researcher to carry out desk-based research on the intersection and relationship 

between the human right to health and the human right to housing.  

The research should cover all available information and literature, including online 

sources, books, scholarly articles, research papers, policy documents and any other 

relevant sources. The review should include English-language international sources 

as well as UK and Scottish information sources.    

Further details will be discussed and agree between the Consultant and the 

ALLIANCE and Shelter Scotland before the work begins, including potential 

information sources, further research parameters, and reporting format.  

Timescales 

The project is expected to take 3-4 days to complete. This will include time for an 

initial meeting between the consultant and representatives of the ALLIANCE and 

Shelter Scotland, finalising details before desk-based research begins, the desk-

based research itself, and a final meeting for the consultant to present findings. The 

project should be completed within one month of agreeing the final contract.  

• Deadline for Expressions of Interest: 1 May 2020 

 
6 
https://scotland.shelter.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/1657801/Housing_is_a_human_right_FINA
L_100119.pdf/_nocache  
7 http://www.scottishhousingday.co.uk/ 
8 
https://scotland.shelter.org.uk/professional_resources/policy_library/policy_library_folder/are_you_with
_us_campaign_briefing and 
https://scotland.shelter.org.uk/professional_resources/policy_library/policy_library_folder/are_you_with
_us_campaign_update_december_2019  
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• Outline approval: 15 May 2020  

• Draft report due: 3 July 2020 

• Commissioners comments due: 17 July 2020 

• Final report due: 31 July 2020 

A schedule of interim review meetings (face to face and/or telephone) will be agreed 

between the Consultant and commissioners. 

Outputs  

The report should be written for an audience of non-lawyers, in clear and accessible 

language. It should be succinct but of sufficient length to provide necessary detail 

(max 20 pages excluding references). 

Fee and Payment Schedule 

A fee not exceeding £3000 will be agreed in advance, depending on number of days’ 

work. 

The agreed fee will be payable against the following milestones: 

• 50% payment due on agreement of contract. 

• 50% payment due on production of an agreed final report. 

Payment will be made against invoices by BACS transfer.   

Contact 

Please contact with EOI (by 1 May 2020) or for a discussion: 

Lucy Mulvagh, Director of Policy and Communications, the ALLIANCE: 

lucy.mulvagh@alliance-scotland.org.uk; 0141 404 0231 

Debbie King, National Policy Advocacy Manager, Shelter Scotland: 

Debbie_king@shelter.org.uk; 0344 515 2447 

  

mailto:lucy.mulvagh@alliance-scotland.org.uk
mailto:Debbie_king@shelter.org.uk
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About the ALLIANCE 

The Health and Social Care Alliance Scotland (the ALLIANCE) is the national third 

sector intermediary for a range of health and social care organisations. The 

ALLIANCE has over 2,900 members including large, national support providers, 

small, local volunteer-led groups, and people who are disabled, living with long term 

conditions or providing unpaid care. Our vision is for a Scotland where people of all 

ages who are disabled or living with long term conditions, and unpaid carers, have a 

strong voice and enjoy their right to live well, as equal and active citizens, free from 

discrimination, with support and services that put them at the centre.  

Phone: 0141 404 0231  

Email: info@alliance-scotland.org.uk  

Twitter: @ALLIANCEScot  

Website: www.alliance-scotland.org.uk  

Address: Venlaw Building, 349 Bath Street, Glasgow, G2 4AA 

The ALLIANCE is a company registered by guarantee. Registered in Scotland 

No.307731 Charity Number SC037475 

 

About Shelter Scotland 

Shelter Scotland exists to defend the right to a safe home and helps over half a 

million people every year struggling with bad housing or homelessness through our 

advice, support and legal services. And we campaign to make sure that, one day, no 

one will have to turn to us for help. We’re here so no one has to fight bad housing or 

homelessness on their own.  

Twitter: @ShelterScotland 

Website: www.shelterscotland.org  

Address: Scotiabank House, 6 South Charlotte Street, Edinburgh, EH2 4AW 

shelterscotland.org 

Shelter Scotland is a registered charity in England and Wales (263710) and in 

Scotland (SC002327)  

mailto:info@alliance-scotland.org.uk
http://www.alliance-scotland.org.uk/
http://www.shelterscotland.org/

