
 

 

Rt. Hon. Liz Truss MP 
Prime Minister 
 
Via email 
 
6 September 2022 
 

Re: Cost of Living Crisis 
 

Dear Prime Minister, 
 
We write to you on behalf of the Health and Social Care Alliance Scotland (the 
ALLIANCE), which is Scotland’s national third sector intermediary for a range of 
health and social care organisations. We have a membership of over 3,000 national 
and local third sector organisations, associates in the statutory and private sectors, 
disabled people, people living with long term conditions and unpaid carers. Many 
NHS Boards, Health and Social Care Partnerships, Medical Practices, Third Sector 
Interfaces, Libraries and Access Panels are also members. 
 
Our members are increasingly concerned about the considerable impact of the cost 
of living crisis, and in particular the unaffordable increase in energy costs, with the 
energy price cap set to increase to £3,549 per year for dual fuel for an average 
household from 1 October.  
 
If this increase goes ahead, it will have a devasting impact on the people and 
organisations we represent. Disabled people, people living with long term conditions, 
and unpaid carers often require additional energy to manage health conditions and 
prevent severe effects. This can include a particular need for warm temperatures, 
being at home more often than non-disabled people, or requiring adaptations 
powered by electricity. In addition, disabled people, people with long term conditions 
and unpaid carers are more likely to have a lower income compared with the 
population as a whole. If they live in rural Scotland, they also face additional costs, 
with many rural households paying almost double the average UK dual fuel bill due 
to living off the gas grid.  
 
Small third sector health and social care organisations often run on an extremely 
limited budget, with existing funding unable to cover large increases in energy bills. 
In some cases, there is a risk of a number of third sector organisations being forced 
to cease operations as a result of the severe increase in costs.  
 



We ask that the UK Government intervene as a matter of urgency to reverse the 
energy price cap rise and, working together with the Scottish Government, put in 
place appropriate measures over the medium and long term to address the cost of 
living crisis, and prevent its negative impact on disabled people, people living with 
long term conditions, and third sector organisations. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

     
 
Sara Redmond    Ruth Dorman 
Chief Officer of Development  Chair 


