Gambling Harm and Mental Health Fund 2026/27: Funded projects
2026/27 applicants were asked to focus their applications on communities that disproportionately experience both gambling harm and poor mental health and to explore interconnections with other co-occurring issues that can exacerbate harm within these communities. 
The table below lists successful projects, their location, the remit of their organisation, the activities they will be facilitating throughout the period of project delivery, the primary community they will engage, and the wider issue they will explore within that community. Projects with an asterisk (*) are returning projects from 2025/26. 
	Organisation
	Location
	Amount awarded
	Project description
	Primary community
	Co-occurring factor

	Aberdeen Cyrenians
	Aberdeen
	£20,000
	Aberdeen Cyrenians is a community-based charity that supports people experiencing poverty, homelessness, social exclusion, and multiple disadvantages. Their project intends to embed gambling harm awareness, learning, and prevention activity within trusted community settings where people already seek support for financial hardship, housing insecurity, poor mental health, and wider wellbeing concerns. 

	Socioeconomically disadvantaged communities (or SIMD)
	Financial insecurity

	Addiction Recovery Centre
	Glasgow
	£8,000
	Addiction Recovery Centre provides one‑to‑one and peer-led support to those in recovery from behavioural harms. They facilitate Wild Camping Recovery Experiences (an outdoor programme designed to support individuals who are in recovery) and will be engaging people affected by gambling harms through this approach. 

	Socioeconomically disadvantaged communities (or SIMD)
	Substance use or other behavioural harms

	BEMIS*
	Multiple regions across Scotland
	£24,120
	BEMIS supports Scotland's diverse ethnic minority voluntary sector through community capacity building and strategic policy engagement. They will be engaging minoritised communities that disproportionately experience gambling harm through development of community resources and peer learning. 

	Racially minoritised communities
	Financial insecurity 

	BDA Scotland*
	Multiple regions across Scotland
	£19,621
	BDA Scotland champions the rights of Deaf people in Scotland and will be engaging the Deaf community across Scotland through BSL awareness sessions and the establishment of a working group. 

	People with sensory impairments

	Social isolation


	Centred (Scotland)
	Inverness, Highland
	£20,000
	Centred are a mental health recovery network that will develop a community conversation guide intended to open conversations around gambling harm within small communities and facilitate learning labs to co-design this output. 

	Rural and Island Communities
	Social isolation

	CHAP (Community Housing Advocacy Project)*
	Ardrossan, North Ayrshire
	£30,000
	CHAP provides free, confidential, and impartial housing, welfare rights and debt advice across North Ayrshire. They will be upskilling staff through dedicated gambling harms training, establishing referral pathways, and adding gambling to needs assessments delivered by debt advisers. 

	Socioeconomically disadvantaged communities (or SIMD)
	Financial insecurity

	Counselling Care Skye & Lochalsh
	Portree, Isle of Skye
	£20,000
	Counselling Care provides counselling to people living across Scotland’s rural and island communities. They plan to engage people within schools, colleges, sports clubs, and community settings to discuss gambling harm and provide counselling support to those who have identified need.

	Rural and Island Communities
	Social isolation

	Elgin Sports Community Trust
	Elgin, Moray
	£20,000
	Elgin Sports Community Trust promotes health and wellbeing through sport and community-based activity and will be using sport as a tool to engage people on gambling harm, with the hope of establishing strong referral pathways in the area.  

	Rural and Island Communities
	Social isolation


	Greater Pollok Services
	Glasgow
	£15,176
	Greater Pollok Services support the people of Greater Pollok through practical, community-focused services and will establish a peer-led gambling support group in Greater Pollok, offering telephone and text-based support. 

	Socioeconomically disadvantaged communities (or SIMD)
	Substance use or other behavioural harms

	LIFT@ Muirhouse Millennium Centre
	Edinburgh
	£13,960
	LIFT supports people experiencing poverty, financial hardship, and social exclusion and will be engaging lone parents and families on gambling harm, with key workers providing financial support and advice.
	Socioeconomically disadvantaged communities (or SIMD)

	Financial insecurity

	Men Matter Scotland*
	Glasgow
	£20,500
	Men Matter Scotland support men’s mental health and suicide prevention. They will continue their work by establishing a weekly drop-in service for those experiencing gambling harms, as well as facilitating talking groups to help men develop self-management techniques. 

	Socioeconomically disadvantaged communities (or SIMD)
	Gender

	Myself-Management
	Dingwall, Highland
	£9,734
	Myself-Management supports people across the remote and rural Highlands living with long-term health conditions, disabilities, and wellbeing challenges. They plan to raise awareness of gambling harms through facilitated group discussions, education, and peer learning. 

	People with physical disabilities and long term health conditions
	Social isolation

	Next Chapter Scotland (in partnership with Media Co-op)
	Glasgow
	£19,745
	Next Chapter Scotland are a lived experience-led charity supporting people affected by the justice system across Scotland. In partnership with Media Co-op, they will be creating accessible visual resources documenting experiences of gambling harm, co-designed by people with lived experience. 

	Socioeconomically disadvantaged communities (or SIMD)
	Social isolation

	Recovery Coaching Scotland
	Hawick, Scottish Borders
	£10,000
	Recovery Coaching Scotland supports people across Scotland to achieve and sustain long-term recovery from substance use and mental health issues and will be providing community-based SMART Recovery support for people experiencing gambling harm across the Scottish Borders.

	People with physical disabilities and long term health conditions
	Substance use or other behavioural harms


	SAMH*
	Glasgow; Edinburgh;
Aberdeen
	£26,506
	SAMH provide mental health and suicide prevention peer support and counselling. They will facilitate gambling harm sessions amongst their existing userbase and develop gambling harm education resources through their peer programme.
	Socioeconomically disadvantaged communities (or SIMD)

	Gender


	STAR Project
	Paisley, Renfrewshire
	£20,000
	STAR Project supports people experiencing poverty, poor mental health, trauma, and social isolation. They will provide one-to-one support to people experiencing gambling harm and facilitate activities and workshops, including art, writing, storytelling, discussion, and reflection exercises. 

	Socioeconomically disadvantaged communities (or SIMD)
	Financial insecurity

	The Anchor*
	Greenock, Inverclyde
	£26,550
	The Anchor are a community-based suicide prevention charity. Their project explores connections between gambling, mental health, and cocaine use amongst disadvantaged young men and boys. 
	Socioeconomically disadvantaged communities (or SIMD)
	Substance use or other behavioural harms


	Unity for Integration Project (UFIP)
	Glasgow
	£20,000
	UFIP supports racially minoritised people – including migrants and refugees – experiencing social isolation and poverty. Their project will explore gambling harm amongst these groups through focus groups, a community survey, and culturally responsive awareness workshops. 

	Racially minoritised communities
	Financial insecurity

	Youth Inspired
	Linwood, Renfrewshire
	£15,811
	Youth Inspired are a community-based collective of mental health recovery, support, and youth practitioners. They plan to establish external outreach pathways and provide direct therapeutic and capacity building support to people experiencing gambling harm, as well as providing external training for practitioners and school staff in the area. 

	Socioeconomically disadvantaged communities (or SIMD)
	Substance use or other behavioural harms
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